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lacks of rupees which is above one million three hundred thousand pounds
sterling.
28.    It is a very extraordinary circumstance that there is no mention made
in any of the letters from our late Governour and Council of what sum was to
be given by the Nabob to make good the private losses, although in then-
letter of the 27th of September 1764 they say they have regulated the payment
of the restitution to the merchants, which implies the being in possession of
a fund for that purpose ; but we must suppose if the reports as to the sums
stipulated to be given for this use, and also by way of donation to the army
and navy are true, that they purposely omitted to acquaint us of the particular
amount from an apprehension that we could never approve of an agreement
with the Nabob of this consequence, and for such excessive large sums of
money without advising us thereof, and giving us very good reasons for a
proceeding which so nearly affects the honour and interest of the Company.
Indeed when we consider the present state of the country involved for years
past in continual wars, and drained of its riches and the blood of its inhabitants,
it is impossible for us to suppose our own servants capable of adding so greatly
to its miseries, by compelling or even persuading the Nabob to pay such
exorbitant sums of money, and at a time when by all accounts he is himself
in the greatest distress.   Be this as it may, we do expect and require from you
a particular account of every sum received from the Nabob by way of donation,
or under any other denomination by any and each of our servants, civil and
military, whether by agreement in writing or otherwise, in what manner it was
obtained and for what services, and that you immediately transmit to us copies
of all such agreements and the particular account of losses given in by each
individual together with what proportion has been already paid, and we posi-
tively forbid any further payment till you receive our further orders.
29.    We do require from you and we have a right so to do, a just and
precise account of this whole  extraordinary  transaction;   the  honour  and
reputation of the Company and even of the nation are at stake, and when these
particulars if true, come to be known, they require the fullest and most explicit
explanation and justification; we who are at present totally uninformed from
any authentic accounts, can only express our astonishment to hear that such
things have been, as we cannot suggest to ourselves upon what principles the
present Nabob could be expected, persuaded or required to make good the
losses sustained by individuals in carrying on to their great imputation and the
prejudice of the  Company they served, a  most illicit  and unwarrantable,
although to them a most lucrative trade, in the articles of salt, beetle nut and
tobacco ; and we are as much at a loss to comprehend how the services rendered
to the new Nabob could deserve so exorbitant a consideration to be given to
those, who were only doing, their duty in the service of their King and country,
and of this Company.
30.    We have heard such instances of the want of subordination among
our servants, that we shall never think you are seriously inclined to introduce
good order among them, until you have made some examples of the most
violent and refractory of them by dismissing them our service upon just
complaints and sending them to Europe; and we also direct that as soon as
accommodations can be provided for the junior servants in the New Fort,
that you do no longer make them an allowance of house rent, and we further